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By  GFWC Great Lakes President Lin Wilken (OH) 

 

“Turning Disabilities  
to Abilities One Heartbeat  

at a Time” 

   Congratulations to all of the 
Great Lakes Leaders as the sea-
son of conventions celebrating 
the many fantastic volunteer 
efforts in the Federations of the 
Great Lakes is upon us and 

Winter will go away. I 

look forward to the opportunity to attend both 
GFWC Ohio and GFWC Wisconsin conventions 
this year.  The “Sisters of the Lakes” have much 
to celebrate for their efforts of volunteerism in 
the region are many and fruitful. Our commu-
nities have seen support for homeless shelters 
and shelters for victims of abuse. The Arts in 
our communities have flourished with support 
from GLR volunteers. Students have found eco-
nomic support from scholarships provided by 
GLR Volunteers. Libraries and schools have 
more volunteers and funds to promote learn-
ing because of the efforts of volunteers. Club-
women have learned how to improve their 
own health and learned about the diversity of 
women’s issues locally and worldwide. The list 
of accomplishments in the region goes on and 
on. Truly GFWC Great Lakes Region demon-
strates the GFWC motto of “Unity in Diversity” 
and clearly each and every member is a living 
example of the tagline “Living the Volunteer 
Spirit.” 

As the 2016-2018 Administrations are quick-
ly coming to a close across our region and we 
look forward to new beginnings at all levels in 
GFWC, we look back to remember an outstand-
ing leader from the region. Phyllis 
Dudenhoffer, GFWC International President 
1990-1992 from GFWC Indiana. Mrs. 
Dudenhoffer was a mentor to many in the re-
gion and her influence will be felt for many 
years to come even though she has left us. Un-
fortunately I need to share with you that our 

GFWC Great Lakes Treasurer, Fran Leonard of 
GFWC Michigan has submitted notice that she 
will not be pursuing the office of 2018 – 2020 
GFWC Great Lakes Region Secretary as she has 
developed a health issue of her own and is 
need of assisting to care for the health of her 
husband. Please keep Fran and her family in 
your thoughts as they take this journey. Fran 
will be continuing to fulfill her office of GFWC 
Great Lake Treasurer until June, 2018. We ap-
preciate Fran’s service to the region. GFWC 
Michigan, in keeping with our Standing Rules 
has declined to propose a nominee for the 
2018-2020 term of GFWC GLR Secretary. Per 
our Standing Rules, the Executive Committee 
proposed to advance Dana Jones to the office 
of GFWC Great Lakes Region Secretary and 
GFWC Ohio was approached for to provide a 
candidate for 2018 – 2020 GFWC Great Lakes 
Region Treasurer. GFWC Ohio has nominated 
Rose Logston as the candidate for the office of 
GFWC Great Lakes Region Treasurer and we 
will introduce the Rose at our Semi-Annual 
Meeting in St. Louis, Missouri.  

 I hope you all celebrated Federation Day 
April 24th Keep your calendars open to attend 
the GFWC International Convention in St. Louis 
in June and be sure to join your “Sisters of the 
Lakes” Sunday June 24, 2018 for our Semi-
Annual Region Banquet. We will be celebrating 
a new 2018-2020 administration at that time. 
It’s not that far…just jump in your car and be-
fore you know it you will be in St. Louis for the 
weekend.  

“Turning Disabilities to Abilities  

One Heartbeat at a Time” 

Lin 
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SUPPORTIVE 

When asked what word I would 
use to describe GFWC – this 
was the first word that came to 
mind.  The women that call 
GFWC ‘home’ for their commu-
nity service  / volunteer work,  

are the most supportive women I’ve ever 
known.  

In my 39 years in this organization, I’ve seen 
examples of this over and over again – mem-
ber to member, club to club,  State to State.   

Support for and from other Clubs and States 
who are dealing with the devastation that 
Mother Nature can bring – I saw it first hand in 
my own home town,   when two tornados hit 
in 18 months’ time.  Last summer it was severe 
flooding in Louisiana.   Clubs from across Illi-
nois collected funds and school supplies to 
help children and resident’s rebuild their lives.    

 Since Hurricane Harvey hit Houston, I’ve been 
contacted by numerous clubs and members  . . 
. as I’m sure the other Presidents and Directors 
have . . . Asking how can they help Texas . . . 
and now we have the unimaginable devasta-
tion in Florida.  I know the support from GFWC 
Illinois is on its way, to those in need.  

Members are the first to say “What do you 

need”  “How can I help”  “I’ll do that – don’t 
worry about     Sound familiar?  

It doesn’t matter if it’s helping a member with 
her first project chairmanship or giving a hand 
to help a member who’s struggling with her 
own health issues or that of a loved one.  It 
might even be encouraging and helping that 
‘New President’ work through the jitters of 
presiding at her first meeting.   

You hear a club’s in crisis or  going through a 
really rough time  -  could be due to member 
conflict, the unexpected loss of an key person 
(maybe an officer or a longtime member of the 
club)  or maybe you find out your own Club’s 
Leadership is talking about saying Goodbye to 
GFWC   . . .  WHAT DO YOU DO   . . . You call in 
your ‘Support Group’ – your Federation Sisters 
to help you brainstorm and come up with a 
plan of action to address the issue.   You may 
need a Mediator to get the two sides to reach 
a compromise You may need some advice on 
how to turn the situation around . .  .  or you 
may just need an objective, sympathetic ear to 
VENT your frustrations and fears to.  

The SUPPORT is immediate and sincere!   And 
it’s there for as long as it’s needed. Without 
question.  Without fail. 

I’ve always had this vision in my head of 

GFWC  . . .  Members, Clubs and States sup-
porting each other like a ‘Safety Net’   –   know-
ing they you won’t let you fall. 

This has been reiterated to me tenfold serving 
as President this Administration . . . I have the 
privilege of working with a tremendously expe-
rienced Executive Committee.  . .  312 com-
bined years of GFWC membership and experi-
ence to be exact.   

I know they have my back, as I have theirs.  I 
need only pick up the phone and help will be 
offered –    

Our Executive Committee  and Strategic Plan-
ning Committee are finalizing plans to visit the 
eighteen (18) Districts this Fall  – and a number 
of individual clubs as well .We will be offering 
them our  SUPPORT,  sharing information, an-
swering questions, providing resources,  . . . 
letting them know “they are NOT alone” We 
are here to help and SUPPORT them in whatev-
er ways they need.   

SUPPORTIVE  SISTERS  of GFWC   

Catch you when you stumble 

Cheer you on when you’re down 

And Celebrate every accomplishment   

THANK YOU LADIES, FOR BEING WHO YOU ARE   

GFWC Illinois                                   By Phyllis Skubic, GFWC Illinois President 

GFWC Illinois                       By Jeanette T Wells, Director of Junior Clubs 

BLESSED 

When I consider my life, blessed is truly how I feel.  
Blessed to be alive, to be a mother, to have a great 
family, to be able to attend a wonderful church and to 
be part of GFWC. In the beginning GFWC was my club 
and the ladies in it.  Which was amazing since it was at 

a time of my life that I needed to make some new friends and do some-
thing positive with my life.  And that I did, working side by side with the 
members in my club and making a difference in Glendale Heights.   

This was one of the best ways I was able to model service to my son.  
He came to events, he helped set up and still does to this day.  Then I 
was honored to be asked to serve on the District level.  Again, more 
blessings, because there I made more friends and got to know a little 
about GFWC.  Getting to learn the bigger picture and making a differ-
ence not only in my community but beyond.  Then it happened, I was 
elected as 5th District Junior Director, which of course made me a part 
of the GFWC IL Junior Board of Directors.  Well if I wasn’t hooked by 
then, this position did it.  Again, more friends, more blessings.  The role 
models, the friendships, the idea sharing, the networking.  Just hearing 
all the things the different clubs did across the state was amazing.  I 

knew that GFWC was the place to be.  I had found a place to serve 
while making some of the best friends anyone could ask for.  That 
would make me doubly blessed.  The journey of course didn’t end 
there, I was honored to serve several terms on the GFWC IL Junior 
Board of Directors, one term on the GFWC IL Board of Directors and the 
GFWC Great Lakes Region Board of Directors.   

I was even able to participate in GFWC IL and GFWC LEADS, which were 
opportunities, I would never have had without GFWC.  This has all led 
me to 2016/2018 where I am serving as GFWC IL Director of Junior 
Clubs, which by far has been the greatest of my GFWC path thus far.  
Working alongside of our Captain, our President, Phyllis Skubic is a 
blessing that I never imagined.  She is a phenomenal leader, who I look 
up to and respect.  She is not only that, she is a friend that I truly cher-
ish.  Being able to serve in this position, on the GFWC IL EC and the 
GFWC Board of Directors has taught me so much about myself and has 
given me the chance to serve on a larger scale.   

Blessed comes to mind when I think GFWC, Blessed to Serve, Blessed to 
Give, Blessed to Lead and Blessed to Follow.  Blessed to be….GFWC 

BLESSED: Beautiful Ladies Everywhere Serving Society Every Day 



Indiana Federation of Clubs         By Betsey Nielsen, GFWC Indiana President 

BOLD 

Everyone wants to be part of a winning team.  In Indiana we also want to be part pf a team that keeps winning, keeps momen-
tum going.  We must be BOLD; put emphasis not only on our clubs but also on their membership in the state federation.  

We are looking forward to completing our two-year goal of collecting items for children of Riley Hospital, our premier chil-
dren’s’ hospital in Indianapolis serving the entire state.   Our BOLD goal is 1,000 goodie bags and with a membership of 402 
that will be an accomplishment.  Our clubs contribute funds for the hospital as well.  The bags along with our two-year mone-
tary donation will be presented at our annual convention in 2018. 

Last year at District Convention we ask each member to know where their Domestic Shelter was located along with pertinent details such as 
phone numbers.  This year we are assembling an EBOOK on those shelter locations which our member can consult and hopefully update through-
out the years.  Last year we had one Club “Chalk their downtown “along with their shelter participation.  This year we are asking all Club Presi-
dents to spread the word to “Chalk their Downtowns” or even their home driveways with inspirations or informational messages.  We want to be 
BOLD in advocating Domestic Violence Awareness.   

At our annual 2017 Indiana Convention, celebrating our sister volunteers, we heard from the Executive Director of Fauntleroy Home, the first 
meeting place of our first Indiana Club, the Minerva Society.  When Fauntleroy closed we were given their treasury with the proviso that if the 
home reopened we would return the money.   

We were able to present the Home with a check for $10,000.00 to use in the Fauntleroy Home Museum in New Harmony Indiana recounting the 
story of the Minerva Society.  Many of our members plan to stop in New Harmony on our way to the GFWC Convention in June of 2018.  This was 
a very BOLD check for Indiana.   

For the past year we have ask our clubs to participate in our Clubwoman , our newsletter, by recounting their endeavors.  We will continue this 
trend by reaching out to some of those clubs who haven’t responded, having a phone conservation on what their clubs have discussed or where 
they take action, advising clubs that it is easy to write an article, and as a last resort writing the article for them if necessary.  We want to hear 
from our clubs! 

We want to BOLDLY make all clubs realize we are GFWC/IFC, they are a part of federation every day, Living the Volunteer Spirit! 

 GFWC Michigan                   By Donna Brown, GFWC Michigan President                  

COMPASSIONATE 

The word compassionate is shown in every program, 

project and issue throughout GFWC Michigan.   

The GFWC Gun Lake Club became very concerned 

about the addition of a new marina on Gun Lake, which 

would add more boats to the lake that already has too many.  Com-

mittees were formed and began working with the County, State, Town-

ship and the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality.  Together 

they initiated letters, news articles and phone calls, to help slow down 

and eventually stop the building of the marina. 

GFWC Lake City members felt the need to assist more charities in their 

community and  together they set-up a summer golf event call “Girls 

and Love Lending a Hand that now supports a multitude of charities 

they had never reached out to before. 

GFWC Three Rivers make blankets and afghans for their area shelter.  

Finding out that the residents wanted to take the items with them 

when they left the shelter because they felt safer, the club found more 

members to sew and began immediately to make the blankets and 

afghans year-round to help those coming and going from the shelter. 

When GFWC sent out the call to help with the Rack Packs for the incom-

ing Military from Overseas, immediately nearly every club in Michigan 

sent checks and items to assist GFWC in the collection. 

And just as quickly came the call to assist GFWC Texas and GFWC Flori-

da, with clubs once again sending checks to help those in need. 

State Officers, District and Club Presidents continue to work closely, 

carefully, and caring, when they are working on district and club situa-

tions that could be highly volatile that leads to good sound discussions 

helping us all to move forward.   

A quote to remember:  “The purpose of human life is to serve, and to 

show compassion, and the will, to help others. 
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GFWC Ohio                                                By Lisa Hedrick, GFWC Ohio President 

SISTERS 

Both within the family and without, our sisters hold 
up our mirror.  

Our image is of who we are and of who we can dare 
to become.  

 “Elizabeth Fishel” 

Some sisters you get through family.  They know you from the begin-
ning. It can be a good relationship or a sad one.  The sisters thru GFWC 
come from the loyalty, the independence, the strength and the survival 
of our ideals. It might just start by working on a committee or sharing a 
meal.  When we come together in airports, hotel lobbies or church 
basements – hugs, smiles and laughter acknowledge the bond between 
women of like souls and minds. 

A past president once told me, she loved the hugs from federation 
friends because she never had a sister. Whether we have sisters or not, 
the women that know us better, who shares and who loves us as a 

blood relative – is a sister. 

We have a multitude of sisters in this room. We are at different levels of 
sisterhood but we have found the common ground of federation. My 
years on OF and GFWC Boards have given me sisters in places I’ve never 
been. 

*Sisters to worry about during hurricanes and natural disasters. 

*Sisters to pray for when the Doctor’s news isn’t what we want to hear. 

*Sisters that care when your mom dies or your son has a stroke. 

*Sisters that are just as happy as you are when the convention is over   

  and you can put your feet up! 

Despite the demands of family, jobs and life – women enjoy the time 
they spend with each other. 

Federation gives us this joy. Your reward is the sisterhood. 
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FRIENDSHIP 

At the GFWC International Convention in California 
when President Lin asked us for a word that repre-
sented GFWC. I knew she had something up her 
sleeve…  The word I chose was friendship. Without 
friendship, I know that I wouldn’t be here today. 

One evening in October of 1999, my friend, Becky, 
called me and told me that she’d be picking me up for club the next 
night. Notice I said “told me”. Saying “no” really wasn’t an option with 
Becky. That’s friendship. 

Planning a community Halloween party with club women and baking 
and decorating many, many, many cupcakes for the children who 
would be showing off their costumes. That’s friendship. 

Selling candles, candy bars, baskets, jewelry, wrapping paper, Christmas 
wreathes, cookies, pies, and pepperoni rolls so your club can provide a 
scholarship to a local high school graduate-that’s friendship. 

Spending 75 hours alongside women- who are tired and covered with 
flour from head to toe but still able to laugh about it- making noodles 
to sell and raise money to send clubwomen to our state convention-
that’s friendship. 

Visiting a dear club woman who had a serious accident, consoling a 
clubwoman who lost a loved one, or grieving together after the loss of a 
fellow club woman to cancer-that’s friendship. 

Having a “hen party” where said friend Becky hosted an evening of 
laughter and tears-that’s friendship. 

Spending a Saturday working with not only your own club women but 
ladies from your state and district on the local domestic violence shel-
ter-painting, buying curtains, adding some sparkle and pizzazz to the 
room, adding new bedding and linens for a woman who has no where 
else to turn-that’s friendship. 

Riding in a 15 passenger van filled with a lot of luggage, snacks, bever-
ages and laughter across two states to attend a conference-that’s 
friendship. 

Think back on your own club journey-where would you be without 
friends? As Lin wrote in a recent email, the words that are being dis-
cussed today are some of the strongest motivators that we as leaders 
can exhibit. We are friends living the volunteer spirit every day in every 
way. Thank you my friends for making the journey with me. 

GFWC Ohio                                                  By Deidra Devore, GFWC Ohio Director of Junior Clubs 

Mark your calendars now to attend the 2018 Great Lakes Region 

Conference, October 5-7, 2018. Your destination for this event is 

the Blue Chip Hotel in Michigan City, Indiana.  

Registration information coming soon! 
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 GFWC Wisconsin                     By Loretta Caron, GFWC Wisconsin Director of Junior Clubs                   

JOY 

When life gives you lemons … it gives you lemon 

scented “JOY” 

My word from Palm Springs after doing the … 

“Lemon report”  was “JOY”  

They say there is no greater feeling than giving – which is JOY. 

Let me tell you about a project we did in Wisconsin … we collected bras 

for Free the Girls , a nonprofit organization that collects bras for wom-

en who are survivors of trafficking to sell, allowing them to safely earn 

an income and gain control over their lives through economic empow-

erment. 

We did a walking challenge where members paid $10 and recorded 

their steps.  ½ the money was to help pay for the shipping and other ½ 

was prize money for most steps.  So I figured we collected enough 

money to ship 250 bras and could do a small donation. 

Sue La Buda sends me a message and says – I think you are going to get 

a lot more bras than you think!! Yeah – right … Well one day I receive 

an email from a Marlea, club president from Monroe Woman’s Club – 

we will say she is from the JOY Luck Club for this report.  She asks me 

are you bringing a trailer or van to convention.  WHAT??? How many 

bras do you have??  Oh over 400 bras so far.  Yikes – how many bras 

did everyone else have?  I sent out an email to all the district presi-

dents.  How many bras do you all have??  I had to figure out how I’m 

getting the bras home after all I was driving Deb Strahonski back to 

Kenosha with me and I had visions of her sitting on a mountain of bras.    

So at convention we had lots of fun seeing all the bags and bags of bras 

come into the registration area.  Bras were everywhere!  Clubs from 

ALL districts brought bras. We took a picture and the look of pure “JOY” 

on everyone’s face.  Doing something silly, but helping those coming 

from a serious problem. 

We also announced the winners of the walking challenge. Almost eve-

ryone turned in their winnings so we could have more money to give.  

We were able to give $325. The next few weeks after convention I met 

up with those that transported bras back – doing a bra exchange in 

Perkins and Baker Square parking lots. 

After all the bras arrived at my house … they were counted, sorted, and 

repacked.  The finally tally  2613 bras!!   A contractor walked through 

the room I had all the bras stored – I’m sure he thought I was a bra 

hoarder.  Well on the eve of June 10th I managed to pack all the bras in 

my PT Cruiser and the next day I took a joy ride to Chesterton, Indiana 

with signs #GFWC and “Indiana or Bust” on my windows,  where I 

brought the bras to a “Bra Packing Party.”  I was the first one to arrive 

at the party and told them I came bringing them joyous gifts from 

GFWC Wisconsin.  They knew of GFWC from other collections and were 

overjoyed when they saw my car load.  After the 4th trip from my car – I 

was told they thought it was the largest single drop off!   So I got a tour 

of their operation at the Duneland Community Church and afterwards 

helped sort and pack bras.  Nothing goes to waste … if a bra looks ratty 

and stained – it goes in box where they get recycled for money.  If a bra 

is brand new – it goes in another box – they will get shipped to Uganda.  

If it is a white Playtex bra or larger than 44DD– it goes in another box – 

those bras go to the prisons – women in prison do not get bras.  Rest of 

the bras get packed up to make the trip to Mozambique or El Salvador.   

His name isn’t Jeremiah, but he is a good friend of Free the Girls … he is 

a trucker and if he has room in his semi when he comes through Ches-

terton – he will load the boxes on his truck to take to the east coast and 

then put in a cargo container. 

This is something so small and it is bringing Joy to the World. 

I hope you all Enjoyed this junior report … and as I said there is no 

greater feeling than the gift of giving – so I have a little gift for every-

one. 
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 GFWC LEADS Ohio                     By Peggy Bennettt, GFWC Ohio LEADS 2017 Candidate                  

It’s hard to believe it is 
Spring already.  It seems 
like yesterday I was pre-
paring to see if I was the 
LEADS candidate for Ohio.  
Well, it all came true!  I 
am now the LEADS Gradu-
ate from Ohio!  The year 

of 2017 has been a learning year as well as a 
productive year.  I enjoyed speaking at several 
meetings this year getting the word out about 

LEADS to everyone Statewide, Districtwide and 
locally.   

Locally I started a “Leadership Corner” in our 
club newsletter.  The Leadership corner has an 
article from our LEADS Seminar information 
binder.  Every month I submit an article to deal 
with the time of year or something pertinent 
to the club for example during membership 
something on parliamentary procedures, when 
fundraising, fundraising tips and the article on 
Stress and how to handle many situations.  I 
have also submitted articles on  Why Volun-

teer? Meeting Meddlers, Body Language, Pro-
tocol, Getting new members, Reporting, Advo-
cacy Do’s and Don’ts and I even used some of 
the GFWC trivia.  Our members enjoy learning 
new educational articles that benefit the club.  
This corner was a good way to get the infor-
mation out without having tedious meetings.   

It has been a wonderful year and I hope all 
LEADS Graduates continue to “INSPIRE” others 
and keep progressing forward in their GFWC 
family. 
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 Meet Rose Logston, GLR Treasurer, 2018-2020    

I am honored to have been elected to serve as 
treasurer on the GFWC Great Lakes Region Board 
of Directors and know it will be rewarding and 
exciting. 

I have been a proud member of the award win-
ning GFWC Belpre Woman’s Club for over forty-
three years serving five terms as President and 

named Clubwoman of the Year four times and Woman of the 
Year from my community. 

Serving as the President of GFWC Ohio Federation of Women’s 
Clubs during the 2008-2010 administration I was able to travel 
around our state and meet the club members in their communi-
ties and thoroughly enjoyed this personal interaction with our 
members. The “WOW” – Wonderful Ohio Women were espe-
cially generous with their time and talents as they prepared for 
and successfully completed the 2009 GFWC International Con-
vention in Cleveland. 

I have served on the GFWC Board of Directors while on the Pub-
lic Relations and Communications, GFWC Signature Project Do-
mestic Violence Awareness and Prevention, and Bylaws Com-
mittees. 

Currently serving GFWC OH as a Trustee of the Mohican Memo-
rial Shrine honoring Ohio War casualties and the Paver Chair-
man. 

I have won many awards and earned certifications from the 
American Institute of Professional Bookkeepers, International 

Foundation of Employee Benefit Plans, the Society of Profes-
sional Benefit Administrators and Wharton’s School during my 
twenty-seven years as a Benefit Fund Administrator. Presented 
Outstanding Leadership certificates from Ohio Governor Strick-
land, US Senator Voinovich and US Senator Brown. Due to this 
bookkeeping and leadership experience feel qualified to be 
serve as GLR Treasurer. 

In my spare time I love spending time with my grandchildren 
and great grandchildren and enjoy traveling with my children 
(two sons and daughters-in-love). My husband died suddenly in 
January 1992 while I was attending a GFWC OH Board of Direc-
tors meeting, but he was so impressed with my involvement 
with the “great bunch of ladies” from my club. My grandson, 
Carson, has attended four GFWC conventions with me and has 
his own name badge and is a staunch supporter of CCI and has 
encouraged his classmates to purchase chicks from Heifer Inter-
national.  

Being a Direct Descendant of Captain Myles Standish and Cap-
tain John Rouse (father of Bathsheba Rouse – first woman 
school teacher of the Northwest Territory), I am especially in-
terested in genealogy and was presented the first “Friend of 
Education” Award from the Belpre Education Association. 

I am fortunate to have met many members of GFWC through-
out the years and am able to call many of them friends. Now I 
am excited to work with the Paula, Pat, and Dana on the GLR 
Board of Directors and meet many of the members of Indiana, 
Illinois, Michigan and Wisconsin, as well as Ohio. 
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OFFICIAL CALL TO MEETING 

GFWC Great Lakes Region 

Semi-annual Meeting 

St. Louis Union Station Hotel 

St. Louis, Missouri 

Sunday, June 24, 2018 7:30 pm Banquet 

 
 

All clubwomen belonging to the Federations of the “Great” States of  
Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio and Wisconsin  

are hereby called to the Semi-annual Meeting of the GFWC Great Lakes Region.  
 

The meeting will be held at the St. Louis Union Station Hotel, St. Louis, Missouri 
on Sunday, June 24, 2018 at 7:30 PM. 

   
GFWC International President Sheila Shea, 

GFWC Director of Junior Clubs Jolie Frankfurth 
and 

GFWC Second Vice President Deb Strahanoski will bring greetings. 
 

We will have a short business meeting. 
We will spotlight our State Presidents and Directors of Junior Clubs. 

 
It is our time to shine as we focus on our Federation accomplishments this past year. 

  
 

We will welcome and introduce the 2018 LEADS Graduates. 
We will celebrate the new beginnings of 2018 – 2020 Administration with the  

Installation of Officers  
 

GFWC Indiana will invite us to their state and share information about 
the annual meeting of the region to be held at the Blue Chip Casino Hotel & Spa 

in Michigan City, Indiana October 5 - 7, 2018. 
 

What a wonderful opportunity to spend time with your region sisters  
and celebrate the many accomplishments of our region’s State Federations. 

 

 
Join in the food, fun, and fellowship of Federation at our dinner banquet on June 24th. 

 

Lin Wilken 
GFWC Great Lakes Region President 
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GFWC Wisconsin        By Sue LaBuda, GFWC Wisconsin President 

AMAZING 

Amazing just amazing, what can I say about the women of GFWC- Wisconsin! I will start off by 

saying what amazing lady Gwendolyn Schultz was.  A club woman from the Madison, area that 

felt so deeply for the love of books, authors and the collection of those books done by Wisconsin 

authors.  Gwendolyn made sure that it had a smooth move from location to the next. Gwendolyn was an au-

thor herself and took pride in her writings. From those writings, Gwendolyn left a some money to the Wis-

consin Own Library , in a form of a trust.  I was notified , about this amazing thoughtfulness that Gwendolyn 

did  last fall just before last region conference.  Immediately , I put together of amazing committee to work 

on obtaining this trust.  I will say that it has been a truly amazing learning experience.  The committee is slow-

ly working on the paperwork that is needed to obtain the money.  

For those that don’t know Wisconsin has it Own Library .  This collection is made up of Wisconsin authors.  

Topics for this collection range from novels, cookbooks, children books, non-fiction etc.  This collection is cur-

rently housed at Lane Library at Ripon College. Now, I know you are curious as to what the amount of the 

trust that was left to the library collection, it is in the amazing amount of $1,290,000.00.  We will be receiving 

the dividends from this dollar amount in the amount of $50.000.00 at this time. 

So what to do we plan on doing with this amazing dollar amount?  Well, we are looking to promote this li-

brary, because right now it is the best kept secret!  Bring in authors to read some of their books. We are look-

ing at having programs done at the library pertaining to the collection.  So that being said we are looking for a 

preferable a non clubwoman who has some marketing experience and a bit of library science and an event  

planner  to help promote this library.  We hope from this amazing opportunity, this could also help us get 

new members, clubs in our state as well. 

This is just truly Amazing!! 

This was Sue’s last submission to the GLR Communiqué.   

We offer our sympathies to Sue’s family and Wisconsin 

Federation friends on her passing March 22nd.  

EDITOR’S NOTE 


